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ABSTRACT:

This article examines the rules of identifica-
tion of the equivalence (nostrification) issued
by the competent authorities of foreign states,
confirming the successful completion of the
higher education program, identification of any
document, diploma or other certificate in the
territory of the Republic of Azerbaijan. Identi-
fication of the equivalence of foreign countries
in the field of higher education means that the
holders of documents certifying the receipt of
these qualifications by the competent author-
ities of foreign states shall have the same ac-
ademic and professional rights as holders of
documents issued by the higher education in-
stitutions of the Republic of Azerbaijan. The
main purpose of the article is to analyze the
process of nostrification of the diplomas.
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XULASO:

Bu mogqalodo xarici dovlatlorin salahiyyatli
orqanlar1 torofindon verilmis, ali tohsil pro-
qraminin ugurla bitirilmosini tasdiq eden, bu
vo ya digor doroco veron hor hansi sonadin,
diplomun yaxud basqa bir sohadotnamonin
Azorbaycan Respublikasinin orazisindo ek-
vivalentliyinin miisyyon edilmasi (nostrifika-
siyas1) qaydalar1 arasdirilir.Xarici dovlatlorin
ali tohsil sahosindo ixtisaslarinin ekvivalen-
tliyinin miioyyon edilmosi xarici dovlotlorin
solahiyyatli orqanlar torofindon bu ixtisaslarin
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alindigini tosdiq edon sonodlorin sahiblarine
Azorbaycan Respublikasinda verilmis ali toh-
sil haqqinda sonadlorin sahiblorinin malik
olduqlar1 eyni akademik vo peso hiiquglarinin
verilmosi demokdir.Moqalonin osas mogsadi
diplomlarin nostrifikasiyasi prosesini tohlil et-
mokdir.

KiroueBsie cnoBa: Murpanus, o6pa3oBanue,
HOocTpudukamnus, Azepoaiixan

PE3IOME:

B nmaHHOM  cratbe  paccMarpuBalOTC
npaBWJia UACHTH(GUKAIUUA HKBUBAJICHTHOCTH
(HocTpudukanuu), BeIJaHHBIE KOMIIETCHTHBIMH
OpraHamu WHOCTPaHHBIX roCyapcTB,
NOATBEPHKAAIONIME YCIEIIHOE 3aBeplICHUE
IpPOTPaMMBI BBICIIIETO oOpaszoBaHus,
UJCHTUPUKAIUIO 1100010 JNOKYMEHTA,
IUIIIOMa WM JIpyroro ceprudukara Ha
Tepputopuu AzepOaifmkanckoit PecryOmmku.
Nnentuduxanus HSKBUBAJICHTHOCTH
UHOCTPAHHBIX TOCYJAPCTB B 00JIACTU BBICIIETO
oOpa3oBaHHMs O3HA4aeT, uUTO oOOiajarenu
JOKYMEHTOB, MOATBEPXKAAIONIUX MOIyUYCHHE
3TUX KBaJdu (UK KOMIETEHTHBIMHU
OpraHaMu WHOCTPaHHBIX TOCYJapCTB, UMEIOT
T€ K€ aKaJeMHYeCKue U MpodeccrHoHaTbHbIE
nmpaBa, d4YTo U oOnagaTenu JOKYMEHTOB,
BBIJJTAHHBIX BBHICHITUMHU YYEOHBIMU 3aBEICHUSAMHU
Azepbaiipxanckoir  Pecnybnuku. OcHOBHas
IeJdb CTaTbM - MpOaHAJIMW3UPOBATh MpoIEce
HOCTPU(DUKAINHU JUTIIIOMOB.

Regarding the recognition of foreign school
and university diplomas, it should be noted
that, Azerbaijan has ratified Convention “On
recognition of higher school diplomas,




ELSA AZERBAIJAN LAW REVIEW

scientific degrees, educational curriculum
obtained in the region of the European states”
(1996), Convention “On recognition of high-
er school diplomas, scientific degrees, edu-
cational curriculum obtained in the region of
Asia and countries of Pacific Ocean” (1996)
, Convention “On recognition of professional
specialties” (1997) and Convention “On rec-
ognition of specialties in the field of higher
school in the European region” (1997) on the
recognition of the diplomas. Besides, Azerbai-
jan is a party to the Convention on the Rec-
ognition of Qualifications concerning Higher
Education in the European Region (referred to
as the Lisbon Convention, developed by the
Council of Europe and UNESCO and adopted
by national representatives meeting in Lisbon
on 8 - 11 April 1997).

According to Law of the Republic of
Azerbaijan on Education, one of the Respon-
sibilities of the State in the field of education
is to identify the procedures on recognition of
education documents issued by foreign coun-
tries and provide nostrification services. After
receiving a package of documents, they shall
be submitted to the Ministry of Education of-
ficers or experts. According to international
practice, the procedure for recognition of di-
plomas being considered takes for more than
four months. The procedure for recognition
of specialties in the higher education area is
being implemented based on existing interna-
tional contracts and recommendations, state
educational standards and normative legal
acts, which regulate the education system of
the Republic of Azerbaijan.

The higher education specialties shall be:

- recognized by the country issued the doc-
ument;

- specified in the international contracts of
the Azerbaijan Republic.

The Ministry of Education is the institution
in Azerbaijan that issues a certificate of recog-
nition. You shall create an application on www.
nostrifikasiya.edu.az and submit a request ac-
companied by the following documents.

1. Filling application form;

2. Document on higher education (original
and copy certified by a notary and translated
into Azeri);

3. Appendix to the diploma with details of
study programs, their volume, total assess-
ment, results for internship, essays and theses,

as well as other indicators for educational pro-
cess (original and copy certified by a notary
and translated into Azeri);

4. Identification Document (copies of pass-
port and identity card duly certified by a no-
tary);

5. Copy of work record card and/or unem-
ployment certificate from the place of resi-
dence;

6. Full-time graduates should submit a docu-
ment (application form or certificate duly cer-
tified) which confirms that they have lived in
the city, where the university is located, during
their study;

7. Part-time graduates should submit docu-
ments (certified) confirming their attendance
at winter and summer sessions during their
study;

8. Copy of military record or certificate of
registration for military service.

However, specific procedures are not con-
ducted in cases of applications by refugees,
asylum seekers or any other vulnerable groups
of migrants.

Department on recognition of Education doc-
uments has been created within the ministry, in
accordance with the provisions of the Law on
Education of the Republic of Azerbaijan, Reg-
ulation on Ministry of Education of the Repub-
lic of Azerbaijan, Lisbon Convention, Hague
Convention on Abolishing the Requirement
of Legalization for Foreign Public Documents
and Executive order of the Cabinet of Ministers
of the Republic of Azerbaijan for confirmation
of regulations on recognition and determina-
tion of equivalence of higher education spe-
cialties of foreign countries. The main duties
of the department are to implement the nos-
trification procedures, provide the functions of
Group of Experts on Nostrification of Ministry
of Education and cooperate with international
partners in order to adopt the best foreign prac-
tices in the mentioned field. Firstly, the depart-
ment imposes the reception and research on the
documents and delivers the relevant requests,
and then presents the prepared personal let-
ter to the Group of Experts on Nostrification.
The Department might conduct an additional
research in case Group of Experts on Nostri-
fication provides further comment about the
significant importance of it. If the decision of
Group of Experts on Nostrification is positive,
certificate on recognition and determination
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of equivalence of higher education special-
ties of foreign countries is presented by the
Department. Otherwise, the Department pres-
ents letter of explanation on the reasons of
non-recognition. Applicants have a right to
appeal in cases of the officers refused to im-
plement the services or due to actions of the
officials. 71st article of the Law of Republic
of Azerbaijan on Administrative Proceedings,
furthermore, indicates the right of stakehold-
ers to appeal of administrative act or refusal
of issuance of the administrative act. Under
the 71.3.2nd article of the same law, individ-
uals’ appeal to the higher administrative body
or institution having competence to examine
the appeal might be on the basis of objection
regarding the administrative act.

Regarding the specific requirements, the
documents on higher education should first-
ly be legalized in the country of origin. It is
worthwhile to mention that, the diplomas and
appendixes given in the countries which are
Party States to the Hague Convention on Abol-
ishing the Requirement of Legalization for
Foreign Public Documents should be legalized
by apostille certification. Documents provided
in other countries should be legalized in ac-
cordance with the national legislation by the
Ministry of Education before getting legalized
by the embassy (consulate) of the Republic of
Azerbaijan in that country. Expert fee for rec-
ognition and determination of equivalence of
higher education specialties of foreign coun-
tries are AZN 50 compared to duty fee which
is estimated in AZN 15 under the Law on State
Duties of the Republic of Azerbaijan.

Under the Article 3.4 of Execu-
tive order of the Cabinet of Ministers of the
Republic of Azerbaijan for confirmation of
regulations on recognition and determination
of equivalence of higher education specialties
of foreign countries, content of study plan and
programs, attestation systems, scope of the
subjects taught, results of attestations by sub-
jects, internship and its duration and the re-
sults of final examination are the main factors
taken into account in the process of appraisal
by experts.

Under the Article 3.7 denial of recognition
can be given if :

- Duration of study in higher education spe-
cialty of foreign country is more than a year
less than education standards of Republic of

Azerbaijan;

- The rights guaranteed under the education
document provided in a foreign country are
less than the rights guaranteed under the edu-
cation document provided in Azerbaijan;

- Azerbaijan Republic does not provide dis-
tant study or mix of distant study and full-time
education on the relevant specialty.

The certificate of recognition and determi-
nation of equivalence of higher education spe-
cialties of foreign countries is being signed by
the Minister of Education of the Republic of
Azerbaijan and approved by the official stamp
of the Ministry. Afterwards, it will be present-
ed to the applicant or its official representa-
tive, or delivered via email.
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